SAFE CUSTODY
There was an uneasy silence.   Then—
"The race to the swift/' said Hubert. "We'd
better get on/'
" Half a minute," said Palin, regarding the road,
" Did anyone notice their tires ? "
" Yes, sir," said Stiven. " But the print we saw
at the corner was made by somebody else. A heavier
car done that, sir/'
" Ah/' said Palin gratefully,
We hastened along in silence,- and very soon the
dull sound of falling water came to our ears: five
minutes later the road bent round to the left, and here,
for some ten or twelve paces, the ground on its right
fell sheer, to make a break in the woodland through
which it ran. This showed us a sudden valley, deep
and broad and verdant, with a ribbon of foaming water
to light its green. Though the floor of the valley was
level, its sides were steep, and .these were clothed with
the foliage of myriad trees; beyond it rose one of the
mountains which we had been sure we were nearing
for some time past, its foot, like .the valley, in shadow,
its head and shoulders ablaze with the evening sun.
But this was not all. Directly across the valley and
less than a crow's mile away, built like a nest on a
ledge of the mountain-side, was the castle of Hohenems.
Edifice, site and surroundings made one of the
finest pictures I ever saw. As a king in the midst of
his guard, the house was embowered in the foliage it
seemed to command. Its grey stone was mellowed
with lichen, and the sun, which was low, was touching
the tops of its towers: it did not look very large, but
its shape was exquisite, for it had been built in a curve
which swelled from the face of the mountain as a great
bay-window swells from the face of a house. Its
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